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THE SECOND SUNDAY of
LENT

Hymn 1:   Be thou my guardian and my guide.
1. Be thou my guardian and my guide,
And hear me when I call;
Let not my slippery footsteps slide,
And hold me lest I fall.

2. The world, the flesh and Satan dwell
Around the path I tread;
O save me from the snares of hell,
Thou quick’ner of the dead.

3. And if I tempted am to sin,
And outward things are strong,
Do thou, O Lord, keep watch within,
And save my soul from sin.

4. Still let me ever watch and pray
And feel that I am frail;
That if the tempter cross my way,
Yet he may not prevail.
 


In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.
Grace and peace be with you from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.

Father of glory, holy and eternal, look upon us now in power and mercy. May your strength overcome our weakness, your radiance transform our blindness, and your Spirit draw us to that love shown and offered to us by your Son, our Saviour Jesus Christ. Amen.

As we come into the presence of our heavenly Father let us seek his forgiveness of our sins that we may know his peace in our hearts.

Lord Jesus, you reconcile us to one another and to the Father. Lord, have mercy.
Lord Jesus, you heal the wounds of sin and division. Christ, have mercy.
Lord Jesus, you intercede for us with your Father. Lord, have mercy.

May almighty God have mercy upon us, forgive us our sins and bring us to everlasting life. Amen.

[bookmark: _Hlk152865448]Collect:   
Almighty God, you show to those who are in error the light of your truth, that they may return to the way of righteousness:  grant that all who are admitted into the fellowship of Christ’s religion, may reject those things that are contrary to their baptism, and follow in the way of Jesus Christ our Lord; who is alive and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever.  Amen.

A reading from the book of Genesis                                                17. 1-7, 15-16
When Abram was ninety-nine years old, the LORD appeared to Abram, and said to him, ‘I am God Almighty; walk before me, and be blameless. And I will make my covenant between me and you, and will make you exceedingly numerous.’ Then Abram fell on his face; and God said to him, ‘As for me, this is my covenant with you: You shall be the ancestor of a multitude of nations. No longer shall your name be Abram, but your name shall be Abraham; for I have made you the ancestor of a multitude of nations. I will make you exceedingly fruitful; and I will make nations of you, and kings shall come from you. I will establish my covenant between me and you, and your offspring after you throughout their generations, for an everlasting covenant, to be God to you and to your offspring after you.  God said to Abraham, ‘As for Sarai your wife, you shall not call her Sarai, but Sarah shall be her name. I will bless her, and moreover I will give you a son by her. I will bless her, and she shall give rise to nations; kings of peoples shall come from her.’ 
[bookmark: _Hlk133389887]This is the Word of the Lord.                                                           Thanks be to God.
[bookmark: _Hlk145609043][bookmark: _Hlk152095193]
Psalm 22. 23-31    Response:  My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?

You who fear the Lord, praise him!
All you offspring of Jacob, glorify him: stand in awe of him, all you offspring of Israel! 
For he did not despise or abhor the affliction of the afflicted;
he did not hide his face from me, but heard when I cried to him.   (R)

From you comes my praise in the great congregation;
my vows I will pay before those who fear him.
The poor shall eat and be satisfied; those who seek him shall praise the Lord. 
May your hearts live for ever!           (R)

All the ends of the earth shall remember and turn to the Lord;
and all the families of the nations shall worship before him.
For dominion belongs to the Lord, 
and he rules over the nations.     (R)

To him, indeed, shall all who sleep in the earth bow down;
before him shall bow all who go down to the dust, and I shall live for him.
Posterity will serve him; future generations will be told about the Lord,
and proclaim his deliverance to a people yet unborn, saying that he has done it. (R)

A reading from the first letter of Paul to the Romans                                 4. 13-25
For the promise that he would inherit the world did not come to Abraham or to his descendants through the law but through the righteousness of faith. If it is the adherents of the law who are to be the heirs, faith is null and the promise is void. For the law brings wrath; but where there is no law, neither is there violation.  For this reason it depends on faith, in order that the promise may rest on grace and be guaranteed to all his descendants, not only to the adherents of the law but also to those who share the faith of Abraham (for he is the father of all of us, as it is written, ‘I have made you the father of many nations’) - in the presence of the God in whom he believed, who gives life to the dead and calls into existence the things that do not exist. Hoping against hope, he believed that he would become ‘the father of many nations’, according to what was said, ‘So numerous shall your descendants be.’ He did not weaken in faith when he considered his own body, which was already as good as dead (for he was about a hundred years old), or when he considered the barrenness of Sarah’s womb. No distrust made him waver concerning the promise of God, but he grew strong in his faith as he gave glory to God, being fully convinced that God was able to do what he had promised. Therefore his faith ‘was reckoned to him as righteousness.’ Now the words, ‘it was reckoned to him’, were written not for his sake alone, but for ours also. It will be reckoned to us who believe in him who raised Jesus our Lord from the dead, who was handed over to death for our trespasses and was raised for our justification. 
This is the Word of the Lord.                                                            Thanks be to God.
 
The Gospel Acclamation: 
Praise to you, O Christ, King of eternal glory. 
‘If any want to become my followers,” says the Lord, “let them deny themselves and take up their cross and follow me.”
Praise to you, O Christ, King of eternal glory.

Listen to the Gospel of Christ according to Saint Mark                            8. 31-38     
Glory to you, O Lord.
Then he began to teach them that the Son of Man must undergo great suffering, and be rejected by the elders, the chief priests, and the scribes, and be killed, and after three days rise again. He said all this quite openly. And Peter took him aside and began to rebuke him. But turning and looking at his disciples, he rebuked Peter and said, ‘Get behind me, Satan! For you are setting your mind not on divine things but on human things.’  He called the crowd with his disciples, and said to them, ‘If any want to become my followers, let them deny themselves and take up their cross and follow me. For those who want to save their life will lose it, and those who lose their life for my sake, and for the sake of the gospel, will save it. For what will it profit them to gain the whole world and forfeit their life? Indeed, what can they give in return for their life? Those who are ashamed of me and of my words in this adulterous and sinful generation, of them the Son of Man will also be ashamed when he comes in the glory of his Father with the holy angels.’ 
This is the Gospel of the Lord.                                              Praise to you, O Christ.

Meditation: The events in today’s Gospel come just after Peter has proclaimed Jesus as the Christ. After the confession of Peter that Jesus is the Messiah Jesus begins to prepare his disciples for that fateful final journey to Jerusalem. He teaches them how he is to suffer rejection by the elders, Pharisees and the scribes and how he must be killed before rising again after three days. Peter is outraged and began to protest but he is stopped in his tracks by Jesus who says, “Get behind me Satan! You are not on the side of God but of human beings. For Jesus the only thing that was important was that he remained faithful to his heavenly Father. “Thy Will Be Done,” was the only thing that mattered to Jesus. Jesus understood the way of the Cross as the way of love. It would be through the horror of death by crucifixion on the Cross that Jesus could arrive at the glory of the resurrection, the great victory of life over death, of love over hatred with the promise that never again would his people become separated from God. But the way of the cross, the ways of love is not one Jesus walked for us, instead of us. In the Gospel Jesus makes it clear that his disciples are to join him on the way of the Cross. Jesus walked the way of the cross for love of us. He revealed it be the way of love. If we wish to follow Jesus we too have to follow the way of love, to learn to love as he loves us. It will not be easy. It will mean denying ourselves of all that prevents us from loving others as we should. It means taking up the crosses, the challenges which come our way, which can cause resentment, fear, doubt, which can prevent us from loving our neighbour as ourselves. It will mean looking deep inton ourselves and ridding ourselves or all that keeps from following the ways of God, the way of love with all our hearts and minds, if we are to grow into the people God created us to be, people of love, followers of the God of love. The good news for us is that although Jesus walked towards the cross alone, we do not. Jesus, such is his love for us at our side every step of the way, encouraging us, strengthening us, picking us up when we fall. The way of the cross is our assurance that Jesus is with us every day, it is assurance of his unfailing love for us, a love that will transform us in his image as we learn through the trials and experiences of life to love as he loves us.

In the power of the Holy Spirit and in union with Christ let us bring our prayers for the Church and for the world to our heavenly Father.

We pray for the Church throughout the world, for the leaders of the Church among them Andrew our Archbishop and Mary our Bishop. We pray for the clergy and people of our diocese and for our own ministry area; that the Church may faithfully work with Christ to proclaim the saving love of God to the world.
Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer.

We pray for the people of the world, for the victims of violence and oppression, for all suffering the effects of natural disaster and for those suffering from famine or drought; may there be peace where there is conflict and hope where there is despair.
Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer.

We pray for our own community, for our families, friends and neighbours. We give thanks for all who serve the needs of the vulnerable; may Christ make his home in our hearts that through us the light of his love may shine in our community. 
Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer.

We pray for all who are in need, for those who are sick, for those who are bereaved, for the lonely and isolated and all in any kind of need. We hold in our hearts before God those known to us who are in need at this time and all whose names are recorded in our intercession books; may they be strengthened by the Holy Spirit and consoled 
with the love of Christ. 
Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer.

We pray for all who have died. We remember before God our own departed loved ones and we pray for the recently departed and those whose anniversary of death falls at this time. May they share the eternal glory of heaven in the company of all the saints. 
Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer.

Let us bring all our prayers to our heavenly Father as we pray together:

Our Father, 
who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy name,
thy Kingdom come, 
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses 
as we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the Kingdom, the power and the glory, 
for ever and ever. Amen.

The Peace:
Jesus said, Peace I bequeath to you; my own peace I give you; a peace the world cannot give, this is my gift to you.
The peace of the Lord be with you and with all those whom you love.
And also with you.

Let us pray:
We beseech you, almighty God, look upon the heartfelt desires of your humble servants, and stretch forth the right hand of your majesty, to be our defence against all our enemies; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

The Blessing:
The Lord be with you.     And also with you.

Christ give you grace to grow in holiness, to deny yourselves, take up your cross and follow him and the blessing of God almighty, the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit be among you and remain with you always. Amen.

Let us go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 
In the name of Christ. Amen.

Hymn 2:   Take my life, and let it be

1. Take my life, and let it be
Consecrated, Lord, to thee.
Take my moments and my days,
Let them flow in ceaseless praise.

2. Take my hands, and let them move
At the impulse of thy love;
Take my feet and let them be
Swift and beautiful for thee.

3. Take my voice, and let me sing
Always, only, for my King;
Take my lips, and let them be
Filled with messages from thee.

4. Take my silver and my gold;
Not a mite would I withhold;
Take my intellect, and use
Every power as thou shalt choose.

5. Take my will, and make it thine:
It shall be no longer mine;
Take my heart: it is thine own;
It shall be thy royal throne.

6. Take my love; my Lord, I pour
At thy feet its treasure-store;
Take myself, and I will be
Ever, only, all for thee.
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